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Criteria for Influential Scientific Information (ISI) or Highly Influential Scientific Assessments (HISA) 

Yes/No Item Reason(s) for Designation/Comments 
Peer Review 
Handbook 

Section 
Designate the Work Product Category* – Decision Maker and Peer Review Coordinator 

 
Is the Work Product Scientific or 
Technical (includes economic and 
social science work products)? 

 2.2.1 

If scientific or technical, which designation does the work product best fit: 

 
Influential Scientific Information 
(ISI) 
meets one or more of the following: 

 2.2.3 

 - Establishes significant precedent, 
model, or methodology   

 - Annual effect on the economy of 
$100 million or more   

 - Addresses significant 
controversial issues   

 - Focuses on significant emerging 
issues   

 - Has significant cross-Agency/ 
interagency implications   

 - Involves a significant investment 
of Agency resources   

 
- Considers an innovative approach 

for a previously defined 
problem/process/ methodology 

  

 
- Satisfies a statutory or other legal 

mandate for peer review 
EXAMPLES:  See Below 

  

 
Highly Influential Scientific 
Assessment (HISA), in addition to 
meeting the criteria for ISI: 

 2.2.4 

 - Potential impact of more than 
$500 million in any year   

 
- Is novel, controversial, or 

precedent-setting or has 
significant interagency interest 

  

 Other (includes journal articles), 
define in comments  2.2.5 – 2.2.18 

If work product is designated as ISI or HISA, peer review is required. For work products not designated as influential, 
peer review can still be conducted if the Decision Maker determines it is worthwhile. 
If the work product is exempted from peer review, state the reason(s) why: 
 
 
Approvals for peer review category designation of work product.  

 
 

Decision Maker:   
            Date 

 
Peer Review Coordinator:   

            Date 
 


